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DRAFT VTA’S BART SILICON VALLEY – PHASE II EXTENSION PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESOURCES TREATMENT PLAN 

Prepared by Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc., and Albion Environmental, Inc. 

September 2016 

REPORT OUTLINE 

I. Introduction 

II. Project Description and Archaeological Area of Potential Effects 

A. Project Description 

1. Project Overview 

2. Impact Depths 

3. Construction Staging Areas 

B. Archaeological Area of Potential Effects 

III. Project Area Cultural Resources 

A. Identified Resources 

B. Potential Historic-Era Resources 

IV. Background 

A. Natural Setting 

B. The Issue of Buried Archaeological Sites in Santa Clara Valley 

1. Project Area Geomorphology 

2. Project Area Landscape Evolution 

C. Prehistoric Context 

1. San Francisco Bay Region Temporal Framework 

2. Terminal Pleistocene (13,500–11,700 cal BP) 

3. Early Holocene (11,700–8200 cal BP) 

4. Middle Holocene (8200–4200 cal BP) 

5. Late Holocene (4200–180 cal BP) 

D. Ethnographic Context 

E. Historic-Era Context 

1. The Spanish Period (1777–1822) 

2. The Mexican Period (1822–1846) 

3. The Early American Period (1846–1869) 

4. Late American Period (1870–1906) 

5. Early Twentieth Century (1906–1945) 

6. Late Twentieth Century (1945–Present) 

V. Research Design 

A. Regulatory Context and Evaluation Criteria 

1. Eligibility Criteria 

2. Regulatory Setting 

3. Criteria for Determining Significance of Effects 

B. Evaluating Prehistoric Sites 

1. Research Issues 

C. Evaluating Historic-Era Sites 
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1. Characterizing Historic-Era Land Use 

2. Predicted Property Types 

3. Assessing the Historical Archaeological Research Potential 

4. Research Themes 

VI. Implementation Plan 

A. Personnel Qualifications 

B. Field Investigations for Prehistoric Resources 

1. Testing and Evaluation 

2. Data Recovery 

3. Field Methods for Surface or Near-Surface Sites 

4. Field Methods for Testing for Buried Prehistoric Sites 

5. Exploratory Techniques for Buried Resources 

6. Field Documentation 

C. Field Investigations for Historic-Era Resources 

1. Testing Plan 

D. Procedures in the Event of Area of Potential Effects Alteration 

E. Construction Monitoring Plan 

1. Cultural Resources Awareness Training for Construction Crews 

2. Field Monitoring Procedures 

3. Inadvertent Discoveries 

F. Safety and Security Issues 

G. Native American Participation 

1. Treatment of Human Remains 

H. Laboratory Processing and Data Analysis Procedures 

1. Prehistoric Materials 

2. Historic-Era Materials 

I. Technical Reporting 

J. Curation and Deaccession Policy 

K. References Cited 

L. Appendices 
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